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i 15 Septesber 1945

REPOAT BY CAPTAIN LAMAR JACHSOMN DINMN:

DATR:  Juse 26, 1944

Flying 524 H 460 (2)(He couldn't romesber the exact zmumber of aircraft).
Target: Viamna, Austria.  Altitude 2300 feet., Time: Approx 10:30

We were leading the second attack unit...18 ships, Colonel Bonnar was
flying as co~pilot. I was pilot. Just after we dropped our bombs, we
got a hit which knocked out the windshield. Thers was no other damage
~ from that hit that I kmow ofe Ten or fifteen ncomﬁhtw we received
a direct hit in the vicinity of the flight deck. My regular co-pilot
was on the flight dack at the time.... Lt Danglsr. As s00n as we wers
hit, fire broke out in the flight dack. Iooking forward, it was on the
left side of the flight deck = about the left half was on fire,
Controls were out and therse was no rudder, elevator, or aerilon control. -
e started losing altitude rapidly. The ship turned to the right and
atarted into a fairly steep dive, - Colonsl Bonner left his seat and
started back through the flight deck. I was unable to contact the crew
by inter-phone, I attempted to set up the automatic pilot to ses if it
might work. The automatic pilot didn't take hold. I pushed the bail
out signal and held it for a few seconds. I glanced at =my altimeter
and we had reachad approximately 1200 feet, At that time the ship
cama out on almost an even keel., During this time, I hadn't contacted
any members of the crew. I was notaare. Iwhatmhappaning in any
part of the ship in the pilot compartment. I removed my flying suit,
stood up between the seats in the pilot compartment, The next thing * -
remember, I was falling through space. I opepned my chute. I looked around
for a sign of my airplane an2 [ didn't ses any fuselage or any large
‘saction of an airplane. I did see a few small pieces of metal around my
chute, as I came down, Thers were two chutes below mine, Believe I
could judge that they were a thousand feet below mine. Cne chute hit
in a river; the other chute below me hit approximately three quarters of
a mile from the river. I landed on the opposite bank of the river, I
got out of my chute. It had hung on the limb of s tree and I wadn’t
able to get rid of ite. I ran 50 yards or so through very thick weeds along
the river. I ran into a small road -~ glanced up the road and there was
a civilian — a boy coming down the roads I ran the opposite direction
then for about 150 yards. I dropped down on my face in the grass and weeds,
I stayed in this position until about 9:45 that evening., During the
afternoon they had been searching for me all about me and were close enough
so that I could hear them talking. Evantually they gave up the search =
around 4 or 4:30 in the afternoons I didn't hear them any more in that
arels ses.. Immadiately sfter the airecraft was hit, Colonel Bonner
started to leave thé aircraft and was last seen handing toward the flight
deck. It is believed he passed through the fire which was :lgh flisgt

decks The next day they captured me and took me to a place
; _c_o-pilo‘_t.. ‘He gat out ‘OKe He had bailed out,







INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTIONNAIRE File No,&465

Name of crew member: VANA, Clarente R,
Rank: 2nd Lt.

Serial number: 0—698799
Position: Crew (Bomber) XXIOR '

:. Navigsator, ]

Did he bail out? Do Mo Hayseow

- Where? o

If not, why not? —

Last contact or conversation just prior to'or at time of loss of plane: Rec epbips

T‘m&m*r &&M&TMM PEree o . 4'
Yot ho injnred? o . LAY A O A |
Where wés he whcn last seen? Nevut & v Q-‘& ComMp BETMENT

 Any hearsay informstion: L QQEM_MEMEEE:&_E.&&_&MEL—

Mo Doe TAGS WEREe Irlowl To Beave THIS

~ Source:

Any explanation of his fate based in part rr wholly on supposition: WA A0 WIRD '




AFPPAIL ’ . ‘ .
INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTIONNATRE py1e No. 6456

~ Name of crew member: ¥RIGHT, Oliver N,
~ Serial number: 0-739234

‘Position: Crew (Bomber) Xse0ER Bombardier.

Did he bail out? ™o oo Blajow
‘Where? e
i not, why not? T

- Last contact or conversation just prior to'or at time of loss of plane: BoMes

Bway
Was he injured? WAIH Rl al

 ‘Any hearsay information:

 ‘Source: =

|
. Where was he when last seen? A THe Adele : "§Z

- Any --explénat ion of his fate based in part or wholly on supposition: —

. Total number of missiors of alove crew member: LA WA g A

~~ Dates and destinations if possible: o




