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12."IDENTlfY'BELOW iHOsE~P5RSoNS- "'t-'O AkE BEUEVED 'to' -H.Vi. -LAS'fJi<NOWUD
...AND CHEC;K APPROPRIATE (one onJT) COLUM.N TO INDIC~TE BASIS FOR ~A¥.E:.

. CONTACTfD .LAST '. SAW
NAME.~FULL R!\rqc '. '~ERIAL r,o. BY Rt\D10 S'QHTfO CI?MH

(I) llQXQRJ. DEWOLF .._Cpl ~~~_. .. X ...__
(2) ...9SCAR Au. BO'Rq ~ d1L~L__3768<?281 L.._.

::'.

-.

~..

{3). _ . . . ~
13. If PFRSONHL ARE B VB SURVIVED. CHECK 'O}o;E OF THE FOlLl:WINO:

< J,Par3chutes ~re IISC seep walking away from the !Cene of the crasb.
( )'Other reaoo/ls5 '> :'2!: t.~ opon '

K ATT~CH PHOTO P - SHOWII'OG LAST KNOWN lOCATION OF AIRCRAFT.:
15. /\TTACH EYEWIT' ~S RI " Of CRA~H. FOPCED LAfo>DIf>.'O.OR C-TJiI R CIIKV1w;STANCES.
.16. ATTACH A DE~cm

~
I

..

T OF SEARCH, IF. "NY, Al"D GIVE NAME. RANK AND SERIAL

NUM8J:R Of OfF! .IN . . OF SEARCH HE.QS, ~~~JU:Qh, QDU:._~J.lmJt:l_~..i.t.QU..__
3 tnclosures. .

I~ 1 Stat6li1ent-~ LJbte~ December 44_
Il.el ~ Sto.t~ent, tjQRG
Incl 3 Location ~ketch.

;
fi

.-..

KEN~lIIi:r'~ornw-=

Capt. ~ AC
Adj.
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7711H B0l4B~ SQ,UADBON,(It)
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WITNESS ~.
~.' , ';' . . .-, .'~ .~., -i"" . .

. ~ 1. .. .

. I~",;'.liil1Gunner on' Yellow "Eftt' flyi ng'~:lmmber13. posi1ii9n.
on 28 De'~,m'b"..~1944,. while on a b()m.bing'mission .to Rou~oe." 'QIJI'
C~..,qhOSloVak1.$.o" 'En:uipu~e 1t~, th~' 'ba-;get J the :r()_a~'1'Dn 'Was .~t .,

a'Q~ut 19"'!'20,.OOO. teet a~ i.8.ppr(!)xim~ter111~Oho~".. and I saw 1i8.d ,"
~G" "oeme up under Yel:low"P!':t t~e.tal,l ~ao. b1tt~1:~ J1$~~!~,o,:;.':,,'

'bontl>-b9Js of ~~el1ow~P" ~ Tl:ie 'tall' sur:faoeBcr~p'~'a. -Off: .and}Jti~~~,
89. &\1aY. I 'don't' "lQJ.ow:wh'et;heJf ~he tal~ :Gu:t:;L'~-",'!,~ej;n$d a' Il~f'" ,'- -',
of t'he plane OJ[whethet" it 'We:z=Lknoclfed,ofr. ~.t"h., ~he,~t:a~~. 4:i~~~,~~+;,

.,.Yellow' ~P" .pUlled up.:a~ r~9ked 1io be :t~p~:rar1~7 'o~t ()t".:oP1.).lIJf9~:~{15
but &traight ened out. and 4:ett 'bh~ :rormat-i-oD..' .,': ",; . , " .,.. ;',

ReA "Gft Vlsn1i int:O"'8. flat 'spi~n.. 1~8i:.,ng, ~'1':' to~d. .1U<?~lo~!_.~~:~"~:.:
" The mo'tdrs were st:1:t1.tu~~'B$.. . I".~awone 'ohut$."cOm~.~~~~'::~~tf,j~~.~'7t.;{

r$ar ot the .pl~.,. 'appare~l~,.:t,hecamera ha-bc\i. ..I:t~_+.~()~~!I~(t. J:.;.;l'
"G~ ..eJ.ear.'t'o the ground whert'f it bit and expl(tded,' D,8'ar':_.~.Q~a't!-'"
olearing in the mountains..
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VICTOR J. n ' !Jr:I~" .

Cp;L, 36894884. '. " .; '"
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. '1 12- '-..;~{f.~ -. .f ;J

CASUALTYQUESTIWNAlRE

-..

4.

Your name~; Us ONJ W~. W. I,U1nk~ Serial No.O-'5?l..S"~~~ o'

J7 771tB. Sf'" .

Organization ~'I/ ~.Gp Commander&.J..~o~tkf'£?)ank Cut: Sqn COWtll. moo~ Rank J.f, rn I.
1S7~,q1J~ (full name) (full name)

What ye81' ~ month pec.~",1uL day ~'J did you go down?

~ ihe!t ~X . v 1What was the mission,"~-Al.1: lIta~" a..." ,target, l.\Jr ~;(f ) Cl.£ct.. ,target

time, I ,altitude, ;0, ~:~ route sCheduled,rmtv ($.Po/I!)-6J,r"f"fI'I r"i ~t.t. '~M""l/"~y.te flown s'.. . ,r;d '

Where wereYOIJ ,,"benyou left formation? r'")tlltl 7~,'/ /,..,J c t~.,I.'t! (bb

1.

3.

5.

6. Did you bail out? V4"S I l lII,15 7AY~ulAI rl'~v nr ~y€. Y~fr IlPJIfj)' j'OiJ If. Al.t:

7. Did other members oi crew ban out? ;i.. t>7At

8. Tell all you know about when, wbere,
individual questidnnaire is attached
~ive facts. If you don't know, say:

"p()w Ltl..,: l

how eftch person in J'OUr a i roraUo. for whom no
bc~ledout. A crew list is attacb$d. Ple~se.

"No i:..~o"ledge". fltJ ~WlES;. C. 1. Pow, :l.J Lt., .

~

Wneredid your aircraft strike the ground? H;"-~ b.s. If' r,,;J.mii.d ""51 ~ .JIi..Jj«l.. .ll.tsfliL_fI
t:..I'ffO}cIfJDr4s. ~ ;l.R., a&woaI ~20> fat.*o",/. ,A;J

'that members of your crew were in the a~rcraft when it struck the ground? (Should "

cross check with 8 above and individual questionnairesl U:VAAJIJI
10.

,.,
.,..

11. Where .were they in

12. What ~as their conditio~?

13. When, where, and in wtat condition d{d you ~ see any members
cribed above?

.'

\

,!

~
14. Please give any sip111ar information on personnel'of any other crew ot which you

have know1ed~e. Inaicatesource of information.

(Any additional info~ation

JI'~? .

on the back)

6-3862, AF



, .- , .

The mission on which we went down was the first for Lt. Van Tuyl's
crew. They werevery nervous and several times I ha~ to attempt to calm
them down.

Wh~n.we were hit, the tail section or tJ:.e plane was severed from
the rest of the ship. The tau gunner must have been killed immediately.
The ship was completely out of control. It took no time to notify the
crew to bail out - altho all communications had been cut - the uarm
bell did ring on the flight deck, at leaot. I toldVan Tuyl to get out,
and then turned to the task of opening the. bombay doors. ( The emergency
.rel~se was js.omeedand wouldn't break at first. ) By the time I f{ot
the doers open, "fIe bad lost several thous8I1d feet. I could not make my
way out, as the force of the spin pinned me down. I sincerely doubt that
anyone coull. have gotten out after the first 50 seconC:s.

I was thrown clear at about 500-400 feetfrom the lJround. How or whY1
I eannot say.

Lt. Van T'..lyl gsv.) his life trying to bring theplaneout of the spin
with the use of e~ines and by refusin1; to bailout until a.ll others
whom he could possiblyhelp were safe.

The cause of probable death was not cJ.ear, but I conside..' the following
factors as the moat important. .

l) The violance of the spin which made it impossible to
move about. '

2) The highly axci table ec.ndi tion of the enlisted men - those
woo were conscious.

5) The fact that there was litUe or no time in which to
bail. out - we were f.1ying OYer the Alps ( Austrian )

4) The first impact which lliUst have caused considerable
in.iu1"y' to those in the waist and tail.

I was checking out this ...ewere'" - altho flying as co-pilot.I gave
the ord~r to bail out, and I rang the \-11.armbell to bail. out. I received
no reply over inter-phone. Lt. Van Tuyl also ,;;ave the order to bail. I felt
that it "'8.8 tdme to atteJr;fL to get out, aJ.thou~h I had ordered the pilot
to get. out as ;:loon as w.., kne" the ship CQllldn It remain in the air, so I
left my seat before Lt. ~l left his.

._-_. .--.-..--.-..---

/

$t.J. ~"'t-a J.,pitt.S
, e1ifs"'" h;tLs -

Y~vU .,. pla~ .'",]

~J<JJ Fl.T IIi)Llt'f

/ I "
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AFPPA-ll
..".

. ..

...
INDI'VIDUAf. CASUALTYQUESTIONNAI~

Name. of orew member:
Rank :
Serial number:
Position: Crew (Bomber)

Van Tu3'1, Richard A.
2nd Lt
0-,518075
(1-1/tltitli / tlisiiiJ/)' :

File 10926

Pilot

Did he bail out?

Where?

If not, why not? .h. J,{n/ /;;~I d~~34'/
1'/3/111 .;-~ ~d i/I'o/~/d 2

Laat contact or ~onversat~on just prior to or

flas he injured?
f.

Where was he when laet seen? S;7t/~ £.. -.
Any hearaay informat ion: ~f lrpJ. .~DrIO

'1

Source:
"" --- - - 6> ~ I

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly' on supposition: .f ~ ~tr/AI

t Ie;j~ OAiIy /AJ T;'.~., Ii d;e:'~ ~ c £1( r-r/~~ i1I J7'Y'~hf frtf1/AIJ. lIiJAI

.I /L6 CiddL, .1J ~/lI14I'-

Total number of missions of above crew member: .L

Dates and destinations if possible: ~ :26 ~f j).c~ /?f'4' ~ T hA/:w.

6-3861,il'
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AFPPA-ll ..

INDIVIDUAL CASUALTYQUESTIONNAIRE

~;ame.of crew member: SOlorio, Albert R.
Rank: Cpl
Serial number: 39408845
Position: Crew (Bomber) #/~/I1J.t#.pfl: Engineer Gunner

File 10926

Did he bailout? /)

Wbel+e?

If not, why not? ;I j;~/. Ii> (';;~ ,;Jt1// Nts,~~ (/f, ~(,/i,~ IJ///P C"l

11 A~6i OA[;O IItIl' ItJr/l~SJ' k ,/Last contact or oDnversat~on just prior to for at time of loss of plane: 14)/~ e

_ tu ~y " loytkv - f 4ft lilJl wJ;,v I ;~d/"z~d r h2d ~ss ~
T'

I/) DC' IAI W. t(" tv bu' , vT. 11-
Was he injured?

Where was he when last seen? -
Any hearsay i.nformation: ---"-

Any explanation of his fate baaed in part or vholly on supposition: .
.1Source:

Tot~l number of missions of above crew member: ~
Dates and destinations if possible:

6-386l,AF


