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777TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
APO 520 U.S. ARMY

30 December 1944

WITNESS STATEMENT

I was Tail Gunner on Yesllow "E", flying number 13 position
on 28 December 1944, while on =& bombing mission to Roudnice, O/R
- Czechoslovakia. Enroute to the target, the formation was at
about 19-20,000 feet at approximately 1120 hours, and I saw Red
"G" gome up under Yellow "P*, the tail surface hitting near the
bomb-bays of Yellow ™P¥, The tail surfeces cracked off and drift-
ed away. I don't know whether the tail turret remelned a part
of the plane or whether it was knocked off with the tall surfaces.
- Yellow ®P" pulled up and loocked to be temporarily out of aontrol,
but straightened out and left the formation.

Red "G" went into a flat spin, losing all forward motion. {
The motors were still turning. I saw one chute come out of theé -
rear of the plane, apparently the camera hatch., I followed Red
"G" elear to the ground where it hit and exploded near a populated :

clearing in the mountains.

VICTOR J. DEWOLYL

Cpl, 36894884
777th Bomb Sq (H)
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30 December 1944

wxwﬁsss’smamnngﬂr-

M1 wes the Tail Gunner on Yellow “S“ flying number 23

position, on a bombing mission to Roudnise O/R Ozeohoslovekis,

on 28 Decamber 194L. On the way to the target I noticed Red
"G" was wandering about in the formation, although his position

was supposed to hava bean in the slot, off my right. wing and to b

the rear.
I did not see the planes ‘at the moment they oollided but

I did see Red "G" when it fell away. At this time, the fomati.on

was at about 19-20,000 feet at approximately 1120 hours. I.sew:
one chute open, and it appeared to have come from the ocamera -
hatoh. It is my bellef th:t the spinning of the plane p‘ravemed

any other orew members from bailing out. I saw Red “G" hit the

gmunﬁ. exploda, and burr.

'=J"?'PT2i' Ze.

gg;%AR A. BORG/S
Cpl, 37680281
777th Bombd Sq (H}
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CASUALTY QUESTIONNAIRE

Your name W I ISOAJ ) W Rank } 5r‘~i Serial No.O-RAS3IER -
)777% 8 Sgdd '

Organization 464 3. .Gp Commander Sc hvoeder (PRank Col. Sqn CO WA Moow Rank_At Col.
(STERAF (full name) (full name)

What year ___ |44 Y month __Decimber day _2 X  did you go down?

gt ;
What was the miss ion,&m , target, EIQ{:! n‘i“ N ﬁ&ﬁ;b , target
time, ,altitude, 10, noR route scheduled,Z/aly (spur) —

m_zﬁmn_mm&jbm)}m flown ____ 25 bhxiefed

Where were you when you left formation? Flew 7ol end chayive (De? EO,A’; E1D)

Did you bail out? Ves { 7 was Zhwww (leay of Aircyelt spmp 300 £ AT
Nid other members of crew ball out? 2 O7hers, Flo . T ﬁm_gg_’_d,ﬁ&gag_énim_

Tell all you know about when, where, how each person in your esircrafd for whom no
individgual questionnaire is attached beiled out. A crew list is attached. Plegse

wive facts. If you don't know, say: "No in owleﬁg fo AmeEs . C.T. Powl, Z-d{,j,
Evanik Coohm >420ud (iaii ey, wow. Pow .

Woere did your aircraft strike the ground? j§- 2¢ £n inallat ¢ .
23wx 100 yds. fvem R.R. 2avoss dron factory. .|

What members of your crew were in the ajrcraft when it struck the ground? (Should _
cross check with 8 above and individual quest.ionnaires],gﬁh_ mé}é; (pl. fﬁlﬁnq il

o ded E S

Where were they in sircraft‘> ni o !” E se 5} !!
lmg ) Uc‘-n out. au. Sﬂrrz wl.a'.u"l qed  ovt of
What was their condition? vie. W 3‘“’ *!l‘--"’ﬁﬁf m’-ht(h!w)

/
When, where, and in what condition d{d you last see any members not already des-
cribed above?

.‘-{

A

b

Please give any similar information on personnel of any other crew of which you
have knowledge. Indicate source of information.

73 U’?Qvf"f (Any additional information may be writien on the back)

side Py neP @fw}
_ J

6-3862, AF



The mission on which we went down was the first for Li., Van Tuyl's
crew, They were very nervous and several times I ha? to attempt to calm
them down.

Whon we were hit, the tail section of ti.e plane was severed from
the rest of the ship, The tail gunner must have been killed immediately.
The ship was completely out of control. It took no time to nctify the
crew to bail out -~ altho all ccmmunications had been cut ~ the alarm
bell d4id ring on the flight deck, al lesst. I told Van Tuyl to get out,
and then turmed to the task of opening the bembay doors. ( The emergency
release was jameed and wouldn't break at first. ) DBy the time I got
the doers open, we had lost several thousand feet. I could not make my
way out, as the force of the spin pinned me down. I sincerely doubt that
anyone coul. have gotten out after the first 30 seconcs.

I was thrown clear at about 300-400 feet from the ground. How or why,
I cannot say.

Lt. Van Tuyl =av2 his life trying to bring the plane out of the spin
with the use of engines and by refusing to bail out until all others
whom he could possibly help were safe,

The cause of probable death was not clear, but I consider the fellowing
factors as the most important.
L]

1) The violence of the spin which made it impossible to
move about.

2) The highly excitable ccndition of the enlisted men ~ those
who were conscious.

3) The fact that there was little or no time in which to
bail out - we were flying over the Alps ( Austrian )

4) The first impact which iust have caused considerable
injury to those in the waist and tail.

I was checking out this .ew crew - altho flying as co-pilot, I gave
the order to bail oui, and I rang the alarm bell to bail out. I received
ne reply over inter-phone, Lt, Ven Tuyl also gave the order to bail, I felt
that it =as time to atteryt to get out, although I had ordered the pilot
toc et out as goon as we ikne. the ship conldn't remain in t.he air, so I
left my seat before Li. uyl left his,
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2 INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTIONNAIRE
Name of orew member: Van Tuyl, Richard A. File 10926
Rank: 2nd Lt

Serial number:

Position: Crew (Bomber) gf,"/ﬁ;t’dh’f/ﬂ?’f’gﬂfJ{) Pilot

Did he bail out? 7o A et of gty Anuedidys,

Where?

If not, why not? é& &;( ,"ﬁy/ .u?d/zm/ 3//&;;/./:7/,:6/( d@'ﬁ/ dyf y, 2 g‘f{f’ﬁﬂ/ﬂif @@

Plane 724 Sielent 2 SPial by gf  EVPIpES.
Last contact or :onversalﬁlon Juet pri‘g"“éo or at Itime of /l%(ss o% plane: 7 ZQ/.d ég-ﬁ' 70

WA

#ag he injured?

%here wae he when last seen? ‘ ‘M_ i bl ol ii!!f/"h’ 2 ﬁ f .-:
i L.ﬁﬁ"f - Swlovio 7o barl ool Ik My chvle. P i

Any hearsay information:

r?/ (2 fatfft/m 7 e é’w@e____vizé/_ﬁ_é_m_@__

Mﬁ/ mﬂ ézfm ;Zigfg Lb@z&( 7 Vi &ﬂ ﬁw/) ;/mz’ff :
w/ Aw Ao 's /&72 ( s AQMMT%M
Source : éi wags 3 iz L)mf

Any explanation of his fate based in part or whclly on supposition: g M@ /"Z;’(M

¢leay vty sy Lime 1 ofen 2y A priyr 2 Strkiing _ Gravad. Y

76;/5" did  wil' bttt ditore K~ fF A_,/sas" L6 Cd/da_zg 70 ﬁg/'@gm

=R

Total number of missions of above crew member: /

28 of ¥, [P¥Y - T srdbiie

Dates and destinations if possible:

6-3881, AF
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INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTIONNATRE

Name of crew member: Solorio, Albert R. File 10926
Ranle: Opl
Serial number;

Position: Crew {Bomber) ,f;i‘/ Mf’/{ﬁ,{mﬁfﬁ Engineer Gunner

Did he bail out? /l/[)

Where?

If not, why non?j /5/,/; (A//( oud wiosed h use (ller MUttt (¥

Aost onto A/t ss -
Last contact or canvar?ation just aprior to )o/r at time of loss of plane: 47 )’(M

7o aéli a/)’:p/ard;yr X V44 // .’o‘é’s’/ 7 4 )v(m/n?m/ I jod fess 7w

J00C*¢ W Whith W bzl euvl- &
Was he injured? Yevy dazen

Where was he when last seen? y Vi j - lrs bvf /0 C AT

Any hearsay informastion: ,% Wes Kq;'//(a/-'

Source: C;";Z #130/5

Any explanation of his fate bassd in part or wholly on Bupposit.ion: ra é[’y_‘é

T4l ipam LLES ch b coalsYron/ 7 TM /’( 2ot Seue
bimself. e /xﬁ/w/ ard -

Totzl number of missions of above crew member: B,

Dates and destinations if possible: Arn/0

6-3861, AF




